
C A L I F O R N I A  E N E R G Y  L E G I S L A T I O N  T I M E L I N E
K E Y  D A T E S

The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006
The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006, required a sharp reduction in greenhouse gas
emissions to 1990 levels by 2020. This became the first program in the nation to take a long-term
approach to addressing climate change and transition to a sustainable, low-carbon future.   

E N E R G Y  P O L I C Y  T O O L K I T

AB 32 (Nunez) September 2006

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  &  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

Directs the Air Resources Board to set regional targets for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions.
Aligning these regional plans is intended to help California achieve GHG reduction goals for cars and
light trucks under AB 32. This bill effectiveness has been difficult to track and its success has only been
marginal.

SB 375 (Steinberg) September 2008

H O U S I N G  &   T R A N S P O R T A T I O N

An extension of AB 32 & SB 32, the Cap-and-Trade Program is a key element of California’s climate
plan. It sets a statewide limit on sources responsible for 85 percent of California’s greenhouse gas
emissions, and establishes a price signal needed to drive long-term investment in cleaner fuels and
more efficient use of energy. The program is designed to provide covered entities the flexibility to seek
out and implement the lowest cost options to reduce emissions.

California Cap-and-Trade Program 2013

SB 350 requires the state to double statewide energy efficiency savings in electricity and natural gas
use by 2030. To help meet these goals and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, large utilities will
be required to develop and submit integrated resource plans (IRPs). These plans detail how utilities will
meet their customers’ resource needs, reduce GHG emissions, and ramp up the use of clean energy
resources.  The bill also authorizes utilities to undertake transportation electrification.

SB 350 (de Leon) October 2015

U T I L I T I E S



SB-32 requires CARB (California Air Resources Board) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions to 40%
below the 1990 levels by 2030. This bill gives CARB the authority to adopt regulations in order to
achieve the maximum technology feasible to be the most cost-efficient way to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions. 

SB 32 (Pavley) September 2016

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  &  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

A bill to reauthorize and extend until 2030 the state’s economy-wide greenhouse gas reduction program
and CAP and TRADE program. The bill sets a new GHG target of at least 40% below the 1990 level of
emissions by 2030. A bill to reauthorize and extend the states cap and trade program.

AB 398 (E. Garcia) July 2017

Air quality legislation that increases air monitoring requirements and penalties for polluters who exceed
limitations in vulnerable communities. The California Air Resources Board (CARB) has begun working
closely with local air districts, community groups, community members, environmental organizations,
and regulated industries to develop a new community-focused action framework for community
protection.

AB 617 (C. Garcia) July 2017

Landmark policy requiring renewable energy and zero-carbon resources supply 100 percent of electric
retail sales to end-use customers by 2045.  SB 100 requires all retail electricity to be carbon-free by
2045, and therefore, only impacts utility procurement of energy. This commits the state to get 60% of
its electricity from clean sources by 2030 and 100% by 2045. Analysts have called the measure “the
most important climate law on the books in the United States,” according to MIT Technology Review.

SB 100 (de Leon) September 2018

U T I L I T I E S

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  &  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

C L I M A T E  C H A N G E  &  S U S T A I N A B I L I T Y

An extension of SB 288 (Wiener), the California solar mandate is a new building code that requires new
construction homes to have a solar photovoltaic (PV) system as an electricity source. This code, which
goes into effect on January 1, 2020, applies to both single-family homes and multi-family homes that
are up to three stories high. This is a new stride in lowering greenhouse gas pollution by cutting carbon
dioxide by 6 million metric tons; equivalent to taking 1.3 million cars of the road. 

The California Solar Mandate 2019

E N E R G Y  P O L I C Y  T O O L K I T



E N E R G Y  P O L I C Y  T O O L K I T

BENCHMARKS  FOR  THE  BILLS  LISTED  ABOVE:

Dec. 2020 - Deadline for reduction of GHG levels to 1990 levels 
Dec. 2030 - Deadline for reduction of GHG emissions to 40% below 1990 levels 
Dec. 2050 - Deadline for reduction of GHG emissions to 80% below 1990 levels 
100% of electric retail sales to end-use customers by 2045.
60% of California electricity from clean sources by 2030 and 100% by 2045
SB 100 sets three targets for California:

50 percent renewables by 2026
60 percent renewables by 2030
100 percent carbon-free energy by 2045

Extends incentives for distributed, self-generated energy such as wind, biogas, and fuel cells.

Eases weight restrictions for commercial electric vehicles to encourage fleet-wide adoption.

Fast-tracks access to energy-efficiency programs for the state’s largest energy consumers
(agriculture and industry) and allows more customers to purchase their power directly from
independent sources rather than utilities.

Directs utilities to commercialize microgrids for their customers by standardizing the process to
connect customers’ microgrids with separate electrical rates and tariffs.

Mandates approval (with exceptions) for the installation of electric-vehicle-charging access on rent-
controlled properties.

Gives low-income drivers with low-emission vehicles preferential access to carpool lanes.

SB 700 – Wiener, September 2018

 
AB 2061 – Frazier, September 2018

 
SB 237 and SB 1131 – Hertzberg, September 2018

 
SB 1339 – Stern, September 2018

 
AB 1796 – Leslie, August 2018

 
SB 957 – Lara, October 2019

ADDITIONAL STATE BILLS ON ENERGY AND TRANSPORTATION :

B E N C H M A R K S  &  A D D I T I O N A L  B I L L S



E N E R G Y  P O L I C Y  T O O L K I T

AB 345 (Muratsuchi) 
Directs the Newsom administration to establish a buffer zone between homes and schools and oil and gas
extraction. The bill also creates an environmental justice program in the state’s Natural Resources Agency. 
 
SB 1100 (Atkins) Sea-Level Rise 
Updates California’s coastal and ocean management programs and provides funding to meet the challenges of
climate change and the crisis of sea-level rise.
AB 2145 (Ting) Aims to expedite and increase the installation of electric vehicle (EV) charging ports.
 
SB 1363 (Allen) 
Requires regions to set a vehicle-miles traveled (VMT) reduction target (in addition to the greenhouse gas
reduction target) for 2035, 2045, and 2050. Providing more transportation options, and reducing VMT, is a
critical strategy to reduce emissions from the transportation sector and meet our state climate goals.
 
SB 54 (Allen) and AB 1080 (Gonzalez) 
These bills establish a comprehensive framework to reduce the amount of single-use waste generated in
California and require remaining packaging and products to be truly recyclable or compostable.
 
SB 45 (Allen), AB 3256 (E. Garcia) 
These bills authorize Water, Natural Resources and Climate Resiliency Bonds for the November statewide ballot
to help pay for infrastructure to adapt to our changing climate.

PROPOSED CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL BILLS OF 2020

The state’s greenhouse gas emission levels are down 13 percent since they peaked in 2004, according to
the California Air Resources Board. More specifically, that means greenhouse gas pollution fell below levels
recorded in 1990. The largest decline in emissions came from the electricity sector, which showed a
sixteen percent drop in emissions in 2016. 
Electric vehicle sales are rising in California, up 63.7% in 2019 according to the latest quarterly report from
the California New Car Dealers Assn. The combined market share for electric vehicles and plug-in hybrids in
the Golden State has continued to grow.  
California’s electric utilities are ahead of schedule meeting the requirement that 33 percent of electricity
come from renewable sources by 2020. 
California is on target to reach the ambitious goals of the cap and trade program as AB 398 has extended
it to December 2030.
Natural gas savings are anticipated to drastically exceed targets, thanks mostly to codes and standards
and utility programs. Based on the anticipated impact of codes and standards the state is on track to
double energy efficiency by 2030. 
2017 was the second year in a row in which GHG emissions fell below the 2020 reduction target of 431
million metric tons established by the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Assembly Bill 32). GHG
emissions came in at 424 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent in 2017, a decrease of five million metric
tons from 2016.
Emissions from electricity generation made up about 15 percent of 2017 statewide greenhouse gas
emissions. In 2017, those emissions fell 9 percent from 2016, the largest decline of any economic sector.
Reduced annual emissions of 14 tons of carbon dioxide in California down to about 10 tons per person.

IS CALIFORNIA ON TARGET TO MEET THE GOALS SET BY ITS VARIOUS BILLS?


