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   NEWS RELEASE 

HOPE AND MULTIETHNIC COALITION’S CALIFORNIA POLL SHEDS LIGHT ON 
SHIFTING OPINIONS ON RACE RELATIONS, COVID-19, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 

LOS ANGELES, CA, (November 24, 2020) — In the wake of a historic election and a season of 
public outcries against systemic racism, statewide polling conducted by a coalition of diverse 
non-profits, including Hispanas Organized for Political Equality (HOPE), demonstrates COVID-19 
continues to be at the forefront of the California’s most prominent racial and ethnic groups’ 
concerns. Race-based discrimination is also a top concern, but how to confront these issues 
remains divided as opinions on California’s statewide propositions show.  

COVID-19 

Communities of color continue to grapple with disproportionately negative effects from the 
pandemic, particularly Latinas and young people. Black and Latino respondents report their 
economic situation has gotten worse by 4 points since this poll was conducted in July 2020 with 
46% of Latinos and 38% of Black participants saying their situation has worsened. Forty-eight 
percent of Latinas and 50% of young Latinos of all genders say their financial situation has 
gotten worse since the beginning of the pandemic, higher than all other groups of Californians. 
White respondents were the only ones to significantly reduce in this category dropping from 
38% to 26% of people reporting their economic situation has worsened. 

The majority (59%) of Californians are concerned that COVID restrictions are lifted too quickly, 
down from June where 73% expressed concern. The number of Latinos concerned that 
restrictions were being lifted too slowly increased by 10 points to 28% and 15 points for Asian 
Americans to 31%, indicating the economic anxiety being felt by these communities. The 
number of Latinos who believe the worst is yet to come in terms of the pandemic decreased at 
double the rate than all other groups, with just 58% of Latinos saying the worst has already 
happened. 

“The fact that more Latinos and Asian Americans are concerned that COVID-19 restrictions are 
being lifted too slowly than in the summer indicates how our communities are being impacted 
by the COVID-19 induced recession,” said Helen Torres, CEO of HOPE – a sponsor of the poll. 
“Even in light of the grave health consequences of conducting business as usual, our 
communities are desperate for a steady source of income. The worst of this pandemic is 
already here for the Latino community.” 
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A plurality of Californians (67%) would be more likely to get a covid-19 vaccine if it were 
encouraged by scientists, doctors, and health professionals, compared to only 25% of 
Californians who said they would get are likely to get a vaccine if it were encouraged by political 
party leaders. 

ELECTIONS 

The poll also surveyed for opinions on prominent public figures. One of the most striking 
findings was California Governor Gavin Newsom’s low favorability among Latinos, with only 
37% expressing favorability, compared to 44% among Asian Pacific Islanders, 50% among 
Whites and 57% among African Americans.   

“Newsom’s low approval numbers among Latina and Latino voters may be a direct result of the 
adverse economic and health conditions that so many in our communities are facing as a result 
of the coronavirus pandemic,” said Torres. 

The majority of all groups – 59% White, 71% Latino, 75% Asian Americans, and 84% African 
Americans – believe diverse representation based on race, gender, ethnicity and national origin 
in public education, public employment, and public contracting is personally important to them. 
Yet these beliefs did not translate to support of Propositions 16, which would have enabled 
public institutions to consider race in hiring and college admissions, effectively repealing the 
ban on affirmative action in California. 

Only 30% of Latino respondents said Proposition 16 was a good idea, compared with 41% who 
called it a bad idea and 29% who said they were unsure. Asian and Pacific Islander respondents 
were similarly divided with 35% calling the proposition a good idea, 46% saying it was a bad 
idea and 20% unsure. White respondents were slightly more opposed, with 32% calling the 
measure a good idea, 53% a bad idea and 15% unsure. Only Black respondents had majority 
support for the proposition, with 56% calling it a good idea, 19% a bad idea and 25% unsure. 

“We learned that after 20 years of not having an affirmative action policy in place, many 
communities, including Latinos, were uncertain of how the policy was connected to advancing 
equality,” said Torres.  “Even though Prop 16 did not resonate with most voters, this poll shows 
us there are still opportunities to organize around diversity and inclusion – diverse 
representation is important to our communities across the board. We must look at different 
kinds of solutions to address inequality that are inclusive of affirmative action but also go 
beyond to confront the root causes of inequality, like access to healthcare and support for small 
businesses.”  

RACE RELATIONS 

Californians continue to identify racism as a major problem but levels of concern around racism 
and discrimination have dwindled since this polls iteration in July as respondents reported 
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feeling personally discriminated against at lower rates across all groups, and fewer respondents 
identified discrimination against other groups.  

White Californians who reported being discriminated against was down 18 points, Latinos down 
14 points, Asian Americans down 10 and African Americas down only 4 points. However, Latinas 
reported feeling discriminated against ‘often’ at higher rate than Latinos - 38% vs. 27%.  

When asked about how they thought relations between people of different races were faring, 
respondents believed they were slightly better in the United States than in July. Respondents of 
color continued to believe race relations are more negative than they are good, particularly at 
the national level. The majority of Californians still believe race rations in their local 
neighborhoods and communities are far better than in the state and the nation. 

Fewer respondents believed incidents involving the use of force by law enforcement against 
African Americans and communities of color are generally signs of systemic racism. From July to 
November Latinos changed from 65-51%, White 50-39%, Asians 54-50%, with no real change 
among Black respondents. 

There was a margin of favorability for the Black Lives Matter movement among communities of 
color with 57% Latino, 79% Black and 54% Asian Americans expressing support compared to 
46% of White Californians.  

“There is no evidence to suggest that racial inequities have gotten better over the past 4 
months, yet when these issues are not on the nightly news and at the center of daily discussion, 
they often become ‘out of sight, out of mind,’” said Torres. “When it comes to broad systemic 
challenges faced by our communities, we must consistently educate around these issues to 
ensure they are treated with the necessary sense of urgency. The summer demonstrations 
were powerful in shifting perspectives on issues like policing, but we must be proactive in 
advancing reforms, rather than waiting to react to the next tragedy.” 

The poll was conducted online by Strategies 360, a Seattle-based polling and research firm, on 
behalf of HOPE, CAUSE (Center for Asian American united for Self-Empowerment) and the Los 
Angeles Urban League. It surveyed 1,300 adults statewide, with over-samples of Latinos, African 
Americans and Asian Americans to allow more detailed analysis. The full questions and poll 
results can be accessed on the firm’s website and Los Angeles Times coverage of the results can 
be seen here. 

Hispanas Organized for Political Equality - HOPE® is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization that 
has focused on empowering our communities through advocacy, Latina leadership training, and 
increasing knowledge on the contributions Latinas have made to advance the status of women 
for the past 30 years. To date, HOPE’s innovative programming has directly served 57,000 
Latinas statewide and touched the lives of several thousand more through HOPE’s advocacy 
agenda. 

https://www.strategies360.com/landing/californiapolling/
https://www.latimes.com/politics/story/2020-11-24/age-race-divides-doomed-affirmative-action-proposition
https://www.latinas.org/

